206   HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

Asshurbanapal. He assumed the titles king of
Sinner and Accad and king of Amnanu. He
added to this high-handed breach of allegiance a
notice to Asshnrbanapal that he must no longer
offer in Babylon and Borsippa the annual sacrifices
which he had been giving as the suzerain of Baby-
lon, He must not offer in Sippar to the god
Sharnash, nor in Kutha to the god NergaL These
cities were then seized, as Ur and Uruk had been,
and fortified. Still Asshurbanapal did not attack,
waiting now until he should receive from the gods
some favorable omen. The omen came in the
night, when it was far spent. He saw in a dream
the moon bearing an inscription wherein was
threatened all manner of famine, wrath, and death
against anyone who should plot against Asshur-
banapal. He need no longer delay. The army
is set in motion and the border crossed. Shamash-
shum-ukin dare not meet that army in open bat-
tle ; his only hope was successful defense in the
siege which soon must come. He had doubtless
hoped for aid from some of his fellow-conspirators,
but all failed him but one. This was TJmniani-
gash, king of Elam, who was won over by a pres-
ent. His act was an act of ingratitude as well as
of hostility, for he owed his throne to Asshur-
banapal's appointment. The absence of Ummani-
gash in Babylonia gave the favorable opportunity
for a rebellion in Elam, in which his family was
driven out and his brother, Tammaritu, seized the
throne. This was a favorable move for Assyria,